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SUBJECT: SOVIET AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS ON CSCE AND SOVIET- VENEZUELAN 
RELATIONS 

REF CARACAS 3041 

SUMMARY: IN A PRESS CONFERENCE ON CSCE, SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO 
VENEZUELA REITERATED HIS OFFER (REFTEL) OF EXPANDED TRADE AND 
TECHNICAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE USSR AND VENEZUELA. END SUMMARY 

1. SOVIET AMBASSADOR VLADIMIR KAZIMIROV CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE 
ON AUG 12 TO DISCUSS OUTCOME OF CSCE AND DISTRIBUTE COPIES OF 
BREZHNEV'S HELSINKI SPEECH. KAZIMIROV EMPHASIZED THAT CSCE 
REPRESENTED A NEW STAGE IN DETENTE WHICH WOULD CONSOLIDATE THE 
PRINCIPLES OF PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE AND ESTABLISH COOPERATIVE 
RELATIONS AMONG NATIONS WITH DIFFERENT SOCIAL SYSTEMS. HE 
UNDERLINED BREZHNEV'S STATEMENT THAT MILITARY DETENTE WOULD NOW 
HAVE TO BE STRENGTHENED AS A RESULT OF THE CONFERENCE. 

2. KAZIMIROV TOOK THE OCCASION OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE TO 
REITERATE HIS OFFER OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO VENEZUELA AND 
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HYDROELECTRIC INDUSTRIES. HE SAID THAT THE USSR WAS PREPARED TO 
HELP TRAIN VENEZUELAN TECHNICIANS AND EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE 
CREATION OF A TECHNOLOGICAL INSTITUTE IN VENEZUELA WITH SOVIET 
PROFESSORS AS THE STAFF. KAZIMIROV NOTED THE USSR'S DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS WITH OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES AND POINTEDLY 
OBSERVED THAT THE USSR HAD JUST SURPASSED THE U.S. AS THE WORLD'S 
LEADING PETROLEUM PRODUCER. 

3. COMMENT: TO ASSESS KAZIMIROV'S TACTICS, THE EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE KNOWING WHETHER HIS PRESS CONFERENCE ON CSCE WAS 
REPEATED BY SOVIET AMBASSADORS IN OTHER LATIN AMERICAN CAPITALS 
OR WAS UNIQUE TO VENEZUELA. IF THE LATTER, KAZIMIROV MAY HAVE 
BEEN SEEKING A PLATFORM TO MAKE ANOTHER PITCH FOR IMPROVED 
SOVIET- VENEZUELAN TRADE AND TECHNOLOGICAL RELATIONS. WITH RESPECT 
TO U.S. POSITION ON CSCE, PRIOR TO KAZIMIROV'S PRESS CONFERENCE 
EMBASSY HAD MADE WIDE DISTRIBUTION OF PRESIDENT 
FORD'S HELSINKI SPEECH AND HAD PROVIDED U.S. BACKGROUND PAPER 
(STATE 177097) TO FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
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